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October 19, 2010

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on October 19, 2010 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       Absent
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 
   Absent


GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi reported on the recently successful “Save the Veterans” rally on the grounds of the VA Hospital, explaining the proposal of the Government to lease off 160 of the remaining 172 acres of the property to a private developer for up to 400 housing units, not necessarily solely for Veterans. The Town’s plan is to keep medical services there and improve and enhance them for the Veterans. The Supervisor emphasized that they will not give up on this plan.

The Supervisor also attended the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corp. Community Day Event, thanking all the volunteers of all the different groups.

Supervisor Puglisi then attended the Cortlandt American Little League Fundraiser at Town Hall to raise money to rebuild their clubhouse which had a fire in the spring. 

The Supervisor spoke of Cablevision and the dispute which resulted in the shutdown of channels and how it is beyond reproach. Councilmember Becker will speak later in the Town Meeting regarding this, but there is a resolution to the agenda in protest and sending it to the powers that be. Supervisor Puglisi also spoke of the nature of negotiations and how they should begin way in advance of the deadline, which is why there is a resolution regarding the Westchester County Police.  These negotiations started this summer and will be voted on tonight, 2 months prior to the end of the contract for the next 5 years.  She stated that millions of dollars have been saved over this decade with the new police plan and the Town is very fortunate to have the 2 professional police departments in Cortlandt.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

A report on bridges has been given to the Town Board which will be received and filed.  There are three bridges needing repair or demolition; the Montrose Station Bridge, Battery Place Bridge and Craft Lane Bridge. 

The Charitable Annual Golf Outing took place at the Hollowbrook Golf Course to benefit the first responders and was sponsored by many.  Special thanks were given to the manager of the Golf Club, to Ken Sherman and the Recreation Department. All proceeds were equally distributed amongst the first responders.

A letter was sent to the CEO of Home Depot regarding the recent donation issue for the clubhouse for the Cortlandt American Little League and all organizations needing support.

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the Town’s opposition of the MTA tax increase and how they continue to raise costs.
 



       * * * * * ** * * * * *

ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman., all Town Board members indicated their presence.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS
Councilmember Lindau:  No report.  Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving
Councilmember Becker:  Commented about Cablevision and that was is  particularly egregious is their failure to negotiate deals in advance, their use of the public as a hostage and their failure to reimburse the citizens for their cable fees.  Because we do not see this happening with other companies, Councilmember Becker stated that he seems to think this is Cablevisions problem and that this needs to be investigated, stating that citizens be reimbursed for the loss of service.  He requested also that a letter should be sent to the Attorney General’s office and the FCC.
Councilmember Sloan:  Stated that the problem with the idea of a property tax cap is either loose or strict and both concepts are troubled with issues.  Therefore when the public sees the recent election signs with the property tax cap promise, the concept is “flimsy”.
The Supervisor added that the Town of Cortlandt has done their own control of Town taxes for 19 years.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

September 21, 2010 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider a Local Law to revise the Town Sign Ordinance.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:55 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi explained that the Town has been talking about expediting the procedure for small business owners who want to enlarge or obtain a sign 
without having to go to the Planning Board which takes a lot of time. Ed Vergano commented that it does not waive the sign permit application if its part of a larger application, that they would still need an architectural review of the sign in the Building Dept. 

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 7:56 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Becker.

RESOLUTION NO. 252-10 RE: Adopt a Negative Declaration with respect to a Local Law to revise the Town Sign Ordinance.
LOCAL LAW NO. 14-10 RE: A Local Law with respect to Revising the Town Sign Ordinance.
All voted AYE
A motion to adjourn the following two public hearings was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Becker.

Public Hearing to consider amending the Master Plan and Adopt a Local Law with respect to Historic Roads and Walls within the Town.

Public Hearing to consider amending the Master Plan and Adopt a Resolution with respect to Accessory Units on Cortlandt Blvd.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that these two public hearings will be adjourned til the November Town Board meeting needing to get reports back from the Planning Board.
Dominick Santucci

15 Travis Lane

Thanked the Board for going forward with this stating he has a building on Main Street  and this will be helpful in these tough economic times.
All voted AYE
Public Hearing to consider a Moratorium on Outdoor Furnaces.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:00 p.m.

The Supervisor stated that they have had moratoriums on this before and are awaiting the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Rules 
and Regulations on the subject matter.  In the interim, the Town wants to once again have a moratorium on this, that it is an air pollution issue and wants the DEC to rule on it.
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:01 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 253-10 RE: Adopt a Negative Declaration with respect to a Local Law to enact a Moratorium on Outdoor Furnaces.

LOCAL LAW NO. 15-10 RE: Imposing a Moratorium on Outdoor Furnaces within the Town of Cortlandt.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Becker.
For the month of August from the Town Justices.

For the month of September from the Office for the Aging, the Water Division of DOTS, the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from the Supervisor and Town Board to Home Depot with respect to 
supporting the Cortlandt American Little League.
2.
Report from DOTS with respect to turtle habitat on Town owned land in 
the area of Sniffen Mountain Road; and an email from Bernis Nelson in 
regard to same.
* * * * * ** * * * * *
       Discussion:  The Supervisor added that all of the reports are available through the    Town Clerk’s Office.

All voted AYE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
none

* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau
RESOLUTION NO.254-10 RE: Appoint Jeffrey Rothfeder as a member of the Planning Board to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO.255-10 RE: Appoint Daniel Shure as a member of the Architectural Review Council to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO.256-10 RE: Authorize a contract extension with respect to police services with Westchester County.
RESOLUTION NO.257-10 RE: Authorize the purchase of software for the office of the Receiver of Taxes office with respect to email receipts.
RESOLUTION NO.258-10 RE: Authorize DOTS and DES  to prepare design plans and evaluate prefabricated building types to construct extenstion to existing building at Roa Hook facility.
RESOLUTION NO.259-10 RE: Authorize the construction of intersection improvement on Rt. 35/202 at Lafayette Avenue on the State Highway System, the performance and funding in the first instance 100% of the costs of construction or reconstruction thereof, to be reimbursed by the State and appropriating funds therefore.
RESOLUTION NO.260-10 RE: Authorizing Receipt of an Audit of the Town Justice Court.
RESOLUTION NO.261-10 RE: Schedule a Special Town Board meeting for October 25, 2010 to award bids with respect to Water Main Cleaning and Electrical Lighting upgrade at Town Hall.
RESOLUTION NO.262-10 RE:  Authorize an exchange of existing security with respect to Toll Brothers and Hollowbrook Subdivision.
Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau stated she was delighted that Jeff Rothfeder has agreed to be on the Planning Board. She asked for Ed Vergano to explain the exchange of security with respect to Toll Brothers to which Ed Vergano stated they were not releasing security, just changing the surety.

Supervisor Puglisi added that Jeffrey Rothfeder is replacing Ivan Klein on the planning Board who has retired and advised that there is a second vacancy on the board if any residents are interested and should contact the Supervisor’s office.
Councilmember Becker commented on the improvements on Rt. 202, at the intersection of Lafayette and 202 in front of the Hudson Valley Hospital Center.  He stated that the Board has been working on this in cooperation with all the neighbors and hospital for over 20 years dealing with DOT bureaucracy to get this improvement.  Hopefully this intersection will be improved by the spring.

The Supervisor stated this is being paid in full by the State DOT who has federal funding for it so it is not coming out of the Town treasury.

All voted AYE.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Letter from the State of New York Division of Military and Naval Affairs 
requesting property known as Camp Smith be included into the 
Westchester County Sewer District; and forward same to the County for 
their consideration.

RESOLUTION NO.263-10 RE: Authorize request to have Town Parcel(s) included in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District and forward same to Westchester County for consideration.
2.
Memo to new owner of Roundtop of Montrose urging the return to the 
original development plan.

3.
Report from the Supervisor with respect to bridges within the Town.

RESOLUTIONS;
RESOLUTION NO.264-10 RE: Amend V&T Code to provide for a Stop Sign on Montrose Station Road at the intersection of Washington Street.
RESOLUTION NO.265-10 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with Westchester County and Metro North with respect to the demolition of the Craft Lane and Battery Place Bridges.
RESOLUTION NO.266-10 RE: Designate an Acting Deputy Court Clerk; and Receive and File letters of resignation.
RESOLUTION NO.267-10 RE: Appoint John Potts as a member of the CAC to fill a vacancy.

RESOLUTION NO.268-10 RE: Authorize a lien with respect to a property clean-up on Albany Post Road.
RESOLUTION NO.269-10 RE: Authorize sight distance improvements on Washington Street and Montrose Station Road.

RESOLUTION NO.270-10 RE: Authorize DOTS to prepare plans and solicit proposals to modify a sidewalk on either side of Route 9A for a crosswalk near Cole’s Market.
RESOLUTION NO.271-10 RE:  Resolution in opposition to the MTA payroll tax and fare increases.

RESOLUTION NO.272-10 RE: Resolution protesting Cablevision program reduction and demand FCC intervention and forward to NY State Attorney’s General Office.
Discussion:

Supervisor Puglisi stated that they have had meetings at the hamlet of Montrose and many improvements have come out of that discussion.  They are moving around to other sections of the Town also.  Banners are being designed for Montrose and will be up soon.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following budget transfer be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

Discussion:  Town Comptroller, Glen Cestaro, explained the transfer in regard to a software purchase for the Tax Receiver’s office of $15,000 which will enable taxpayers to get receipts via email.

All voted AYE.
RESOLUTION NO.273-10 RE: Authorize Budget Transfer

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

none

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Becker.  
 All voted AYE







Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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